BALANCING GLOBALISATION

Welcome to the website of OECD Forum 2006.

Message from OECD Secretary-General Donald J. Johnston
Globalisation, propelled by trade and investment liberalisation, and rapid technological change, has delivered prosperity and reduced poverty for millions of people in recent decades. We have learned, however, that reaping the full benefits of globalisation requires many elements including good public and corporate governance; policies that promote structural adjustment and social cohesion; greater access to education; efficient financial markets; and sound policies for research, innovation and development. Of course, policies are critical, but implementation is too often undermined by domestic political considerations.

Balancing all these elements while promoting globalisation and delivering prosperity requires an open and inclusive dialogue involving business, government, civil society and labour groups. This is the purpose of the OECD Forum - to forge a better understanding of the challenges, and to promote consensus on the necessary policies and their implementation.

Because of the presence of those involved in this dialogue, especially political decision makers responsible for policy implementation, there is no better environment anywhere to address these issues and the political economy of implementing reform.

This is the seventh annual Forum and my last as Secretary General. Each has proved to be a great success and I hope they will be continued well into the future. I look forward to welcoming you to this OECD Forum 2006.

LATEST FORUM NEWS
· Kostas Karamanlis, Prime Minister of Greece, has agreed to make a keynote address to Forum 2006.

· Stanley Fischer, Governor, Bank of Israel, will also make a keynote address. 

Register today.  The OECD Forum team looks forward to welcoming you to this year's event.

What is the OECD Forum?

The OECD Forum is the "must-go" event on today's international calendar.

It is a "multi-stakeholder summit" which brings together business and labour leaders, civil society personalities, government ministers and leaders of international organisations to discuss the key issues of the 21st century. Greek Minister of Economy and Finance, George Alogoskoufis will report on the Forum 2006 discussion to the annual OECD ministerial meeting.

Read what some participants have said about the OECD Forum….

Who is speaking at OECD Forum 2006?

VIP speakers who have confirmed their participation include:

Kostas Karamanlis, Prime Minister, Greece; Jean-Claude Trichet, President, European Central Bank; Marc Litzler, Deputy CEO, Calyon; George Alogoskoufis, Minister of Economy and Finance, Greece; Michael Wareing, CEO, KPMG International; Stanley Fischer, Governor, Central Bank of Israel; Yves-Thibault de Silguy, Senior Executive Vice President of International Affairs, Suez; Alberto Ruiz-Gallardón, Mayor, City of Madrid; Grey Fairfield Warner, Senior Vice President for Latin America, Merck & Co; Sheri Xiaoyi Liao, President, Global Village of Beijing, China; Jagdish Bhagwati, Professor of Economics, Columbia University, US; and John J. Sweeney, President, American Federation of Labor - Congress of Industrial Organizations.

What is on the agenda of OECD Forum 2006?

• Solving global economic imbalances
• Optimising the contribution of financial markets to economic growth
• Reaping the full benefits of technology and innovation
• Managing global challenges like pandemics and natural disasters
• Managing the successful integration of China and India into the world economy
• Creating jobs in the 21st century 
• Ensuring that trade and investment are effective and ethical motors for development

For more information on what topics will be addressed at Forum 2006….

What about OECD Forum partnerships?

The OECD Forum offers excellent partnership opportunities for corporate and philanthropic sponsors, and knowledge and media partnerships.  More information about Forum partnerships.
Read our flashback to OECD Forum 2005.
Who comes to the OECD Forum?

Decision-makers, thought-leaders, opinion-makers and news-breakers from some 80 countries.

